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Abstract: The significance of international evaluation initiatives, 

specifically the PIRLS (Progress in International Reading Literacy 

Study) programme, in raising educational standards is examined in this 

article. By evaluating primary school pupils’ reading and 

comprehension abilities, this program – which involves more than 100 

countries worldwide – assists in determining the advantages and 

disadvantages of national educational systems. Additionally, the article 

compares research conducted by local scholars, historical pedagogical 

heritage, and international experiences, including creative approaches 

in Finland’s educational system. The PIRLS programme should be seen 

as an opportunity to enhance education rather than as a tool for teachers 

and students to control one another. This strategy is essential to bringing 

Uzbekistan’s national education system up to date with contemporary, 

global norms. 
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Introduction 

The rapid transformation of social processes on a global scale necessitates accelerated 

development in the field of education. In developed countries, the PIRLS assessment is 

utilized to monitor global trends in educational achievements, identify weaknesses in the 

education system, ensure fairness, and evaluate the potential of the new generation to 

effectively contribute to all aspects of society. The use of the PIRLS international assessment 

program for primary school students has become increasingly relevant for improving the 

quality of education. 

More than one hundred countries around the world are participating in international 

assessment studies such as PIRLS, PISA, TALIS, EGRA, TIMSS, and EGMA in order to 

objectively evaluate the quality of education implemented in their countries and the reading 

literacy of their students. Most of the studies conducted by the IEA (International 

Association for the Evaluation of Educational Achievement) focus on assessing students’ 

academic performance in one or more subjects, or on an interdisciplinary basis. This, in turn, 

helps conduct an in-depth analysis of educational processes both globally and within 

individual countries. In the global community, the focus has shifted from assessing 

students’ ability to memorize curricula to evaluating their competencies – that is, their 
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ability to apply knowledge acquired in school to real-life situations, and to develop creative 

and logical thinking skills.  

In our country, special attention is being given to “establishing a national system for 

assessing the quality of education based on the PIRLS program, which determines the level 

of reading and comprehension skills of primary school students, in order to implement 

international programs for assessing education quality within the public education system”. 

The PIRLS international assessment program is important not only for primary school 

graduates, but also for older students, as it helps them successfully continue to the next 

stages of education, find their place in social life, and gradually improve their level of 

competence. Therefore, in today’s context, it is essential that every teacher and student view 

this assessment program not as a “testing tool” or a “control method”, but rather as an 

“opportunity to improve the education system”.   

Methodology 

In 2021, our country participated in this assessment program for the first time. 

Scientific literature related to the PIRLS assessment program is reflected in the official 

reports and newsletters of the International Association for the Evaluation of Educational 

Achievement (IEA). In addition, the program is being studied through the scientific articles 

of scholars who serve as experts in the program, as well as through popular science 

programs in the media. 

In the scholarly heritage of our ancestors – Munavvar Qori Abdurashidkhanov, 

Hamza Hakimzoda Niyoziy, Mahmudkhoja Behbudi, and Abdulla Avloniy – special 

attention was given to the necessity of introducing changes in teaching and learning 

practices in schools. They emphasized moving away from rote memorization and instead 

encouraging students to study with understanding, as well as the importance of drawing 

on international experience to ensure quality education.   

In our country, the issues of developing primary school students’ knowledge of 

literary concepts have been researched by Q. Abdullayeva, S. Matchonov, B. Makulova, T. 

G’afforova, R. Safarova, and A. Hamroyev. The improvement of methodological training 

for future primary school teachers has been addressed by K. Qosimova, Sh. Yo’ldosheva, X. 

G’ulomova, and A. Nishanbayeva. Issues related to active participation in international 

studies conducted in primary grades have been explored by S. Khidirov, A. Ismoilov, Y. 

Asadov, M. Vahobov, and A. Matkarimov. Scientific research has also been conducted by 

A. Karimboyev, M. Sardiboyeva, K. Abrorkhonova, and Sh. Boychayeva on improving 

education based on the analysis of PIRLS international monitoring results and making 

relevant amendments to the State Education Standards. 

Within the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS), issues related to creating a 

research materials base for the PIRLS international assessment programs and training 

trainers to apply these materials in practice have been studied by G. Kavalyova, T. Zhukova, 

G. Sidorova, and M. Kuznetsova. These scholars have conducted scientific research on the 

active participation of primary school students in international studies. 
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Result and Discussion 

A number of international programs aimed at determining and assessing the high 

quality of education have been developed worldwide. In particular, the PIRLS (Progress in 

International Reading Literacy Study) program, which measures reading comprehension, is 

being effectively used by developed countries to improve the quality of education. In the 

Presidential Decree of the Republic of Uzbekistan No. PF-5712 dated April 29, 2019, “On the 

Approval of the Concept for the Development of the Public Education System of the 

Republic of Uzbekistan until 2030”, it is stated that by 2030, Uzbekistan aims to be among 

the top 30 leading countries in the international student assessment program rankings.  

It is advisable to view the PIRLS international assessment program not as a “tool for 

testing” or “monitoring method”, but as an “opportunity to improve the education system”. 

According to the decree, the strategic goals of the public education system have been 

planned, and they are as follows: 

- to create opportunities for quality education in the general education system that align 

with the innovative development of the economy, advanced international experience, 

and the modern requirements of society; 

- to develop human capital as the key factor determining the competitiveness of students 

in the labor market and the country as a whole. 

In the third chapter of the “Concept of Developing the Education System of the 

Republic of Uzbekistan until 2030”, approved by the presidential decrees, it is firmly stated 

as a goal to “create a national system for assessing the quality of education based on PIRLS, 

which aims to evaluate students’ literacy levels in reading, mathematics, and natural 

sciences in the field of international programs for assessing education quality in the public 

education system, specifically determining the level of students’ reading comprehension in 

primary schools”.  

PIRLS is an international study program for reading comprehension, which allows 

for the assessment of reading and comprehension skills among primary school students in 

different countries around the world, as well as identifying differences within national 

education systems.  

The purpose of studying PIRLS is to compare the level of reading comprehension 

among fourth-grade students in different countries around the world, as well as to identify 

the disparities in reading literacy across national education systems. According to the 

international glossary of the study, “literacy” is the ability of an individual to understand 

and logically interpret various written languages, which are essential for fully expressing 

oneself in life and achieving personal goals.  

In developed countries, the PIRLS system for assessing the reading and 

comprehension skills of students, including those in elementary grades, has been conducted 

periodically every five years, and so far, it has been held five times: in 2001, 2006, 2011, 2016, 

and 2021. Uzbekistan signed relevant agreements with the International Association for the 

Evaluation of Educational Achievement (IEA) and participated in the PIRLS program for 

the first time in 2021. The reading literacy results of students from one country from each 
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continent participating in the PIRLS studies were selected and analyzed. In this study, the 

results of our country’s students in reading literacy placed us 49th out of 57 countries. 

PIRLS holds a prominent position among international studies, and within the 

framework of these studies, the reading quality and the level of comprehension of the text 

read by 4th-grade students from countries with various educational systems are examined. 

The selection of 4th-grade students for these studies is significant, as at the fourth year of 

reading, students are expected to have reached a high level of reading proficiency. This, in 

turn, helps develop their ability to acquire knowledge in further education and assists them 

in successfully adapting to the modern world. 

In Finland’s education system, changes in the education and upbringing of students 

are noticeable. Additional activities are conducted not only with the student but also with 

their parents or guardians. As a result, students develop personal skills such as 

collaboration, expressing opinions, self-confidence, interaction, self-expression, and taking 

care of themselves. They also develop skills in analyzing thinking and learning, managing 

cultural and daily life, understanding information and communication technologies, 

acquiring entrepreneurial skills, being active in life, participating in social processes, and 

building a sustainable future. This leads to creating unique opportunities for societal 

development. In particular, it contributes to the development of practices that promote 

literacy skills across all fields, providing opportunities for every citizen to continuously 

improve and strengthen their literacy throughout their life, and encouraging a culture of 

public reading. 

Conclusion 

In the integration of Uzbekistan’s education system with the global education system, 

the legal and regulatory documents related to the use of international assessment programs 

reflect the scientific and theoretical ideas promoted by advanced countries, serving as a 

methodological foundation. The application of the PIRLS international assessment 

program, which focuses on literary concepts and approaches to the analysis of artistic works 

from philosophical, pedagogical, psychological, literary, and linguistic perspectives, 

represents a comprehensive understanding related to students’ literacy and their artistic-

aesthetic thinking. Therefore, primary education plays a crucial role in the development of 

the foundations of knowledge for the younger generation, as well as in their moral and 

ethical growth.  

In the era of globalization and information-communication technologies, the use of 

interactive methods such as tests, comparative analysis, discussions, and independent work 

through literary concepts plays a crucial role in shaping students’ reading and literary 

culture, ensuring the effectiveness of reading education. In reading lessons, using PIRLS 

research methods to teach students to understand literary texts and grasp the educational 

and ecological ideas derived from them requires direct connection with literary concepts. 

This, in turn, creates the foundation for primary school graduates to achieve high results in 

international assessment programs. 

It will be possible to further improve the national education system by assessing how 

the reading literacy of our country’s primary school (4th grade) students has developed and 
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comparing it continuously with the education systems of other countries. Parents are 

considered one of the main factors in improving students’ reading literacy, and based on 

national mentality, efforts will be made to develop positive public perceptions of education. 

In the educational process, tasks similar to those of the PIRLS international assessment 

program will be used to continuously improve the development of students’ core 

competencies through educational and testing assignments. 

Based on the above, the following proposals have been developed: 

1. Based on the principle of consistency and systematization in education, through 

integration with global education, in applying international assessment programs: 

reinforcing theoretical knowledge; planning literary concepts to be studied according to 

grade levels; and creating conditions for gradually mastering reading skills are essential. 

2. To improve the reading literacy of primary school students, it is recommended to 

strengthen cooperation with school libraries, extracurricular libraries, television, and 

museums based on studying the materials used in PIRLS. Additionally, plans for 

organizing excursions to nature reserves and implementing projects such as “Books 

Unite Us” at educational institutions are advised. 

3. When studying the rankings of educational institutions, factors such as their 

specialization and location should be taken into account, with a focus on the fact that the 

quality of education depends not only on teacher-student relations but also on family, 

environment, and conditions. It is important to view the results of international studies 

not as a means to penalize schools with low scores but as analytical data to assist in the 

later implementation of reforms in the education system. 

4. In preparing primary school students to understand and comprehend the content and 

essence of literary and informational texts, it is necessary to consider their intellectual 

potential, mentality, aspirations, and interests at each stage of the educational process. 

References 

Alghowinem, S. (2024). Leading in the AI Era: An Interactive Experiential Hands-On 

Learning Approach for Professionals and Leaders. ASEE Annual Conference and 

Exposition, Conference Proceedings, ISSN 2153-5965 

Anas, I. (2022). Digital Language Teacher Professional Development from a CALL 

Perspective: Perceived Knowledge and Activeness in ECCR. CALL-EJ, 23(1), 1-21, 

ISSN 2187-9036 

Anderson, J. (2023). CHARTING PEDAGOGIES FOR COMMUNITY/HERITAGE 

LANGUAGE LEARNING WITHIN A MORE UNIFIED, PLURALIST VIEW OF 

LANGUAGE AND LITERACY EDUCATION. Community and Heritage Languages 

Schools Transforming Education: Research, Challenges, and Teaching Practices, 243-261, 

https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003302704-14 

https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003302704-14


INTELEKTUALITAS: Jurnal Penelitian Lintas Keilmuan: Volume 1, Number 4, 2025 6 of 8 

 

 

https://journal.pubmedia.id/index.php/jplk 

Berson, I.R. (2024). AI in K-12 Social Studies Education: A Critical Examination of Ethical 

and Practical Challenges. Communications in Computer and Information Science, 2150, 

101-112, ISSN 1865-0929, https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-64315-6_8 

Chen, C.C. (2022). Research issues of the top 100 cited articles on information literacy in 

higher education published from 2011 to 2020: A systematic review and co-citation 

network analysis. Australasian Journal of Educational Technology, 38(6), 34-52, ISSN 

1449-5554, https://doi.org/10.14742/ajet.7695 

Cioc, C. (2022). A Model for incorporating information literacy and collaboration in a 

project-based learning pedagogical exercise with application to a fluid mechanics 

course. International Journal of Mechanical Engineering Education, 50(4), 955-977, ISSN 

0306-4190, https://doi.org/10.1177/03064190221081450 

Decree No. PF-5712 of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan dated April 29, 2019, on 

Approving the Concept of Developing the Education System of the Republic of 

Uzbekistan until 2030 // https://lex.uz/docs/-4312785  

Enriquez, G. (2024). Generative AI and composing: an intergenerational conversation 

among literacy scholars. English Teaching, 23(1), 6-22, ISSN 1175-8708, 

https://doi.org/10.1108/ETPC-08-2023-0104 

Fang, X. (2023). A systematic review of artificial intelligence technologies used for story 

writing. Education and Information Technologies, 28(11), 14361-14397, ISSN 1360-2357, 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s10639-023-11741-5 

George-Reyes, C.E. (2024). Digital Environments of Education 4.0 and complex thinking: 

Communicative Literacy to close the digital gender gap. Journal of Interactive Media in 

Education, 2024(1), ISSN 1365-893X, https://doi.org/10.5334/jime.833 

IEA – International Association for the Evaluation of Educational Achievement // 

https://www.iea.nl/data-tools/repository/pirls  

Johinke, R. (2023). Reclaiming the technology of higher education for teaching digital 

writing in a post—pandemic world. Journal of University Teaching and Learning 

Practice, 20(2), ISSN 1449-9789, https://doi.org/10.53761/1.20.02.01 

Li, M. (2024). Embedding Digital Literacies in the Language Teacher Education Curriculum: 

Pre-Service and In-Service Teachers’ Perspectives. CALICO Journal, 41(3), 273-296, 

ISSN 2056-9017, https://doi.org/10.1558/cj.25987 

Macleroy, V. (2024). Grassroots policymaking in practice: including heritage languages in 

the critical connections project through agency, activism, and alternative voices. 

Current Issues in Language Planning, 25(5), 590-611, ISSN 1466-4208, 

https://doi.org/10.1080/14664208.2023.2221151 

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-64315-6_8
https://doi.org/10.14742/ajet.7695
https://doi.org/10.1177/03064190221081450
https://lex.uz/docs/-4312785
https://doi.org/10.1108/ETPC-08-2023-0104
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10639-023-11741-5
https://doi.org/10.5334/jime.833
https://www.iea.nl/data-tools/repository/pirls
https://doi.org/10.53761/1.20.02.01
https://doi.org/10.1558/cj.25987
https://doi.org/10.1080/14664208.2023.2221151


INTELEKTUALITAS: Jurnal Penelitian Lintas Keilmuan: Volume 1, Number 4, 2025 7 of 8 

 

 

https://journal.pubmedia.id/index.php/jplk 

Mammadova, T. (2023). Academic Writing and Information Literacy Instruction in Digital 

Environments: A Complementary Approach. Academic Writing and Information 

Literacy Instruction in Digital Environments: A Complementary Approach, 1-229, 

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-19160-2 

Msweli, N.T. (2023). Transdisciplinary teaching practices for data science education: A 

comprehensive framework for integrating disciplines. Social Sciences and Humanities 

Open, 8(1), ISSN 2590-2911, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ssaho.2023.100628 

Ng, D.T.K. (2023). Engaging students in virtual tours to learn language and digital literacy. 

Journal of Computers in Education, 10(3), 575-602, ISSN 2197-9987, 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s40692-023-00262-2 

Parker, J.L. (2024). Negotiating Meaning with Machines: AI's Role in Doctoral Writing 

Pedagogy. International Journal of Artificial Intelligence in Education, ISSN 1560-4292, 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s40593-024-00425-x 

Progress in International Reading Literacy Study (PIRLS) // 

https://nces.ed.gov/surveys/pirls/overview.asp  

Rajabova K.F, (2024). Methodology for Developing Reading Literacy in Primary School 

Students Based on the PIRLS International Assessment Program. In International 

Conference of Academic Sciences (Vol. 3, Issue 5, pp. 10–18). Zenodo. 

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.11124882  

Rajabova K.F, Opportunities for Using the PIRLS International Assessment Program in the 

Integration of Education // Pedagogical Skill - Bukhara, 2025. No. 2. – pp. 96-101. (13 

00 00 No. 23) 

Rajabova K.F. Evaluating and Analyzing the Results of PIRLS International Research 

Monitoring // UNICEF, Ministry of Public Education of the Republic of Uzbekistan. 

Conference on “Improving the Quality of General Secondary Education: Content, 

Methodology, Assessment, and Educational Environment”, Tashkent, August 2020, 

- pp. 578-581. 

Rajabova K.F. Opportunities for Using International Assessment Programs in the 

Integration of Uzbekistan’s Education with Finland’s Education // “Education and 

Innovative Research” International Scientific-Methodical Journal. Bukhara, 2023/No. 

2/ – pp. 244-251. (13 00 00 No. 37) 

Sobirovich, T. B. (2024). Socio-Philosophical Analysis Of Society’s Ideosphere. Indonesian 

Journal of Social Development, 2(1). 

Ting, Y.L.T. (2022). Tertiary-level STEM and EMI: where EFL and content meet to potentiate 

each other. ELT Journal, 76(2), 194-207, ISSN 0951-0893, 

https://doi.org/10.1093/elt/ccab093 

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-19160-2
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ssaho.2023.100628
https://doi.org/10.1007/s40692-023-00262-2
https://doi.org/10.1007/s40593-024-00425-x
https://nces.ed.gov/surveys/pirls/overview.asp
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.11124882
https://doi.org/10.1093/elt/ccab093


INTELEKTUALITAS: Jurnal Penelitian Lintas Keilmuan: Volume 1, Number 4, 2025 8 of 8 

 

 

https://journal.pubmedia.id/index.php/jplk 

Turdiev, B. (2024). The Priority Of Human Interests In Uzbekistan’s Ideospheric 

Development. Теоретические аспекты становления педагогических наук, 3(15), 

120-123. 

Turdiyev, B. S. (2021). Cultural and educational development of society in the scientific 

heritage of world philosophers. Academic research in educational sciences, 2(4), 443-

451. 

Yun, P.P.H. (2024). A reflection of the development of AI-supported pedagogies using the 

Lesson Study method. Implementing a 21st Century Competency-Based Curriculum 

Through Lesson Study: Teacher Learning About Cross-Curricular and Online Pedagogy, 

186-201, https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003374107-13 

 

 

https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003374107-13

