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Abstract: This article explores the widespread use of slang and abbreviations among 

youth in social networks and their impact on language development and communication. 

While slang and abbreviations serve as tools for quick interaction among youth, they can 

negatively affect literary language and deepen generational linguistic gaps. The study 

provides solutions and recommendations based on the findings. This study examines the 

widespread use of slang and abbreviations among youth on social media, analyzing their 

linguistic, social, and cultural impacts. A mixed-methods approach was employed, 

including surveys (150 participants aged 18–25), interviews, qualitative and quantitative 

analysis, and document review. Results indicate that while slang enhances 

communication efficiency and social bonding, excessive usage degrades literary language 

standards and intergenerational communication. Although 62% of participants use slang 

in formal settings, 68% believe it contributes to language deterioration. The study 

concludes that balancing slang use with literary language preservation is crucial for 

maintaining linguistic and cultural integrity. 

Keywords: Slang, Abbreviations, Social Networks, Youth, Communication, Literary 

Language. 

 

 

Introduction 

Nowadays, social networks have become the primary means of communication and 

interaction for young people. Preferring speed, brevity, and uniqueness, they widely use 

slang and abbreviations. While this increases the efficiency of communication, it may harm 

the norms of literary language and interlingual connections. This article analyzes the 

reasons for the widespread use of slang and abbreviations among youth, as well as their 

social and cultural consequences. 

 

Literature Review  

The number of scholarly analyses on language changes in social networks and the 

role of slang and abbreviations in youth communication is steadily increasing. This section 

examines key sources and their influence on the topic. 

The Impact of Slang and Abbreviations on Language Development 

D. Crystal’s Language and the Internet (2001) is considered one of the primary sources 

on how the internet and social networks influence language. The author emphasizes that 

DOI:  

https://doi.org/10.47134/converse.v1i3.36

74 

*Correspondence: Umurzakova 

Kommuna Xursanovna 

Email: ukommuna@gmail.com 

 

Received: 30-11-2024 

Accepted: 30-12-2024 

Published: 30-01-2025 

 

Copyright: © 2025 by the authors. 

Submitted for open access publication 

under the terms and conditions of the 

Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY) 

license 

(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/

4.0/). 

https://doi.org/10.47134/converse.v1i3.3674
https://doi.org/10.47134/converse.v1i3.3674
mailto:ukommuna@gmail.com


CONVERSE: Journal Communication Science: Volume 1, Number 3, 2025 2 of 5 

 

 

https://journal.pubmedia.id/index.php/CONVERSE 

internet language is evolving through slang and abbreviations, ensuring rapid 

communication among youth. Crystal also notes that social networks are shaping language 

as a "dynamic laboratory." 

In Always On (2008), Baron analyzes how modern youth use slang when engaging 

with mobile and internet technologies. The author points out that the growing prevalence 

of abbreviations simplifies language, though this can sometimes lead to communication 

ambiguities. 

Aliyeva M. (2023), in her local study, highlights the importance of newly emerging 

slang and abbreviations in Uzbek among youth for facilitating quick communication. Her 

research demonstrates that while abbreviations ease intercultural interactions, their misuse 

can negatively impact literary language. 

Socio-Cultural and Intergenerational Impacts 

Androutsopoulos’ 2011 article Language Change and Digital Media studies the 

cultural dimensions of internet language along with slang usage. From a social networking 

perspective the author illustrates how standards for international languages evolve while 

youths establish new cultural practices. 

 According to Eckert (2000) in Linguistic Variation as Social Practice the author 

examines how slang influences adolescents to develop their social identity. Youth create 

separate social groups through language evolution and abbreviation techniques according 

to the research. According to Eckert this linguistic development leads generations to miss 

each other during communication attempts. Integration of Local and International Studies  

Kadirov R. (2022) performed research which focused on how social platforms and 

modern digital language help Uzbek slang evolve. When English abbreviations and phrases 

appear in Uzbek language they serve to enhance linguistic diversity yet also threaten the 

core cultural background of the language. Analyzing computer-mediated communication 

through language in social networks forms the core of Herring’s Computer-Mediated 

Discourse Analysis from 2004. Later research by Herring establishes that young people use 

internet slang to connect better with each other but suggests that this communication 

methodology will lead to weakened traditional language standards (Gunawan, 2019).  

Negative Effects on Language Norms Through Critical Discourse Analysis (1995) 

developed by Fairclough we can examine deeply the social and cultural influences language 

leaves on human society. The author reveals how slang together with abbreviations create 

problems for the social interpretation of language. Social network language according to 

Fairclough has harmed traditional standards of language through its continuous 

progression. According to previous research the social network language incorporated 

slang and abbreviations as primary components which produced substantial changes in 

youthful conversations. ülkenin dilindeki leksiksel dönüşümler edebiyata ve kültürel 

etkileşimlere hem olumlu hem olumsuz sonuçlar getirir. Maintaining equilibrium demands 

ongoing investigation between theoretical methods and practical observations regarding 

this phenomenon. 
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Methodology 

A range of approaches were utilized in this research investigation to study 

widespread youth slang and abbreviation usage across social media platforms. The methods 

utilized in this research include the following:  

1. Data Collection A research team collected standard slang and abbreviation usage by 

young social media users. Young social media users on Telegram and Instagram and 

TikTok and Twitter shared their posts and comments and messages for analysis 

throughout this research process. An analysis of the top slang and abbreviations 

occurred which incorporated Uzbek, Russian and English terminology across all social 

media platforms.  

2. Survey The research data came from 150 participants who ranged from 18 to 25 years 

old. This research surveyed participants regarding their internet language habits also 

explored their positions on modern slang and shortening systems and their influence 

on literary traditions. The survey examined demographic information including gender 

together with participant age and educational background.  

3. Interviews Extra information regarding slang and abbreviation impacts was collected 

through one-on-one conversations with young interviewees. The research interviews 

evaluated slang effects on both written text and speech interactions while examining 

how youth communicate formally and informally with each other.  

4. Qualitative and Quantitative Analysis The collected data received both qualitative and 

quantitative analytical treatment. The research evaluated participant responses to find 

how slang and abbreviations affect literary language. I examined how language usage 

evolves from one generation to the next.  

5. Document Analysis We reviewed scientific articles together with research studies as 

well as additional relevant literature concerning slang and abbreviations. A review of 

the research findings included data from the survey and interview sessions. The 

methodology established an integrated method for reaching specific study targets. This 

investigation revealed both the manner youth employ slang language and abreviations 

and their underlying viewpoints about these linguistic choices (Hasjim, 2020). 

Result and Discussion 

Research results showed school-aged individuals heavily utilize social media slang 

and abbreviations during their online communications with each other. The survey data 

showed that slang and abbreviations were regularly used by 87% of participants throughout 

their social media communication at least once each day or multiple times weekly. Social 

media users employ these communication tools mainly to abbreviate messages and to 

intensify emotional contacts and to create linguistic deviations from traditional language 

forms. The research showed that abbreviations and slang appeared in official texts as used 

by 62% of the survey participants. Although abbreviations and slang make communication 

more efficient they degrade both clarity and precise meaning during interaction. Most of the 

research participants particularly the older individuals regarded the habit as detrimental 

toward linguistic traditions. The investigation showed that slang and abbreviations provide 
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positive contributions which help youth update and adapt their language. Research 

indicated these verbalization methods enhance informal communication while supporting 

speed of thought and creating distinctive ways to communicate. A substantial 38% of the 

respondents maintained that extreme use of slang and abbreviations damaged literary 

language standards and reduced international communication effectiveness. Research 

established that communication patterns differ between generations. Most respondents 

(68%) considered the quick language transformation within younger generations to indicate 

language deterioration (Amaro, 2023). They believe slang language along with typing 

abbreviations used in youth culture runs afoul of accepted literary rules thus obstructing 

healthy communication between generations. Slang and abbreviations help improve 

communication processes but their usage harms linguistic culture and creates barriers to 

meaningful understanding along with international ties. Language research showed that 

slang and abbreviated writing are crucial to contemporary youth messaging but their 

unrestricted use demands ethical control services which preserve language standards and 

cultural heritage (Muysoms, 2023). 

Conclusion 

Youth on social media platforms need slang and abbreviations as fundamental ways 

to communicate with each other (Pradhan, 2021). Language development experiences 

benefits from slang usage yet literature language and cultural ties suffer consequences 

without regulatory measures. The maintenance of language development depends on youth 

literary language promotion along with slang usage instruction and cultural and ethical 

training. 
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